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The Australian Context

We cannot successfully address the issues of our
current multi-religious society until we reconcile
with the multi-religious diversity of the
Aboriginal peoples whom we dispossessed and

hose land lonised. ;
whose lands we colonise J@ﬁ’\* \
First peoples first!!! ‘. ;k».. )
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What is Interreligious Australia
Dialogue? Life
What it is not Action
What it is Theological Exchange

Religious Experience
The Four Types of
Interreligious Dialogue? Resources for
Life Interreligious Dialogue
Action
Theological Exchange
Religious Experience

Aboriginal/indigenous Peoples

60,000+ years of history here
250+ languages, 600+ dialects
Richly diverse cultures
Many societies / nations / religions
Coastal, Mountain, Plain, Island, Desert,
Saltwater, Fresh Water, Torres Straight etc.
RELIGIOUS / CULTURAL DIVERSITY IS PART
OF OUR DEEP HISTORY
1.9% of Australians are indigenous

What is Interreligious Dialogue?

word  Impact

& Iustnru |nlentns
= = hersonal Sunthesize,

n

gormii S conyersati

= encauragement £ feelin
appmprl;{e [anguage .S A
faitatpembracing ) desin :

tialogue & dehatemsm
rust

r‘ahnn
umlicl

Emuiinnal
Mmpressions

Iwe

mitigate
'SOeC

—
=

i

Commun

entify =
words’
knowledge 2

]
=
=
=
=
=
=

discussion
ssumptions
= explorepe
listeningdiversity

=
=
=
=
&=
=

Dialogue is not ....

Debate
Winners & losers
Superior/inferior

Comparative studies in religion
“head trip”
Encounter between persons

Seeking converts
Win over the other
Respect freedom

Rev Dr Patrick Mclnerney
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Dialogue is not .... Dialogue is not ....

Not Syncretism Ecumenism

Ecumenism refers to the movement towards
religious unity amongst Christian denominations
e.g. Catholic, Anglican, Uniting, Pentecostal ....

Blending/mixing religions

Not Compromise
Giving up essential parts of your own religion Interfaith dialogue is a process that seeks to
Retain your integrity achieve respect and mutual understanding and

cooperation between people of different religions
e.g. Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism,
Baha'i, Sikhism ....

Won't agree on everything; respect the other

Dialogue s .... "l -Thou” Meeting of Persons

Interreligious dialogue is a meeting of people of differing
religions, in an atmosphere of freedom and openness, in
order to listen to the other, to try to understand that
person’s religion, and hopefully to seek possibilities of
collaboration. It is hoped that the other partner will
reciprocate, because dialogue should be marked by a two-
way and not a one-way movement. Reciprocity is in the
nature of dialogue. There is give and take. Dialogue
implies both receptivity and active communication.

Cardinal Francis Arinze, Meeting Other Believers: The Risks and Rewards
of Interreligious Dialogue (Leominster, Herefordshire: Gracewing —
Fowler Wright Books, 1997), 5.

The Four Types of
Interreligious Dialogue

Four Kinds of Interfaith Dialogue

The dialogue of life Life

CORMUNICATE

E"EHEE The dialogue of action Hands
LEARY SHARE.
EfFE.EEEEE{ The dialogue of Head

theological discourse

The dialogue of Heart
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United Muslim Women Association Inc.

Report on Christian- ISIam in
Muslim Relations in Australla

Australia

http://www.mwa.org.au/

ABDULLAH SAEED Islamic, Qur'an, English

Classes

Multicultural Family

Homelessness Support

Service

Refuge for Victims of

Domestic Violence

Services to newlty arrived
U

migrants and refugees
GOALS OF MWA Hair and Beauty, Floristry,
. L‘:;':::z:‘:;y‘shsf‘:f;(ij;?ifj ‘equity participation of Muslim women SeWIn COUrSeS
i Youth Intensive on Social
Awareness

+ To ove me quality of service nmvsun 2

o provide information, eaucation and raining on Isaric Practices Mothers Inspire Mothers
and belifs wih & view 1o corect mislommaten and
misconceptions about Muslim women.

The White Coats

Abraham Conference 2017

http://www.thewhitecoats.org.au/

ABRAHAM

E{[EIPAHII' NRENC 298 Sunday
— (AT INE. g‘::;;m Soorit 16 JUly 2017

Parramatta Mission
Fellowship Hall

2.00 - 6-00pm

Lailat al-Qadr,

Mosque Open Day Lakemba, 2017

Gisa

National
Mos ue Open Day

3 SUNDAY,
7™ MAY 2017

10AM TO 4PM

2016

urticpating

Rev Dr Patrick Mclnerney
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Iftar Meals
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Greetings on Feast Day

Lakemba

Martin Place

14 December 2014

Liked 30,000 times, shared over 3,800 times and received 1,131 comments

Not all Muslims are Terrorists,
but ALL terrorists are Muslims!!!
.... except for the 99% that aren’t!!!!

Statistics on Terrorism in Europe,

2011 - 2014

Statistics on Terrorism in the USA,

2011 - 2013

[ %

Most Terrorist Attacks Are
Not Perpetrated By Muslims

746 terrorist attacks in
Europe between 2011 and
2014

Of these, only 8 were
“religiously-motivated”

i.e. one percent (1%)

Muslims Do NOT Carry Out
Most Terrorist Attacks,

by JoshuaA. Krisch on Nov 18,
2015
http://www.vocativ.com/news
251821/muslims-terrorist-
attacks,

TR O N

According to the “Muslim-American Terrorism in 2013"
study conducted by the University of North Carolina:

“Since 9/11, ‘Muslim’ [sic!]-American terrorism has claimed 37 lives in
the United States.”

During this same period, there were 190,000
murders.

In other words, *Muslim’ killings account for less than
0.002 percent of the 190,000 murders during this
period.

s12/fbi-says-g4-of-terrorist-attacks-in-the-us-

w.moroccoworldnews.com/2015/12
o-are-by-non-muslims-2/

http:/j
since-
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Media Reporting

1978 - 2014

In the 36 years between 1978 and 2014, 113
people died from terrorism,

but this year alone 730 will die from domestic
violence—i.e. on average two women each
week

and around 2,500 people will take their own
lives.

We examined news coverage from LexisNexis
Academic and CNN.com for all terrorist
attacks in the United States between 2011
and 2015. Controlling for target type,
fatalities, and being arrested, attacks by
Muslim perpetrators received, on average,
449% more coverage than other attacks.

Kearns, Erin M. and Betus, Allison and Lemieux, Anthony, Why Do Some Terrorist Attacks Receive
More Media Attention Than Others? (March 5, 2017). Available at SSRN:
https://ssr.com/abstract=2928138

Islamophobia in Australia, 2017

Women, especially those with
Islamic head covering (79.6%
of the female victims), have
been the main targets of
Islamophobia.

One-in-three female victims
had their children with them
at the time of the reported
incident.

Islamophobia
b Asala https://muslimvillage.com/20
17/07/11/124652/new-study-
islamophobia-still-alive-
australia/

Islamophobia

Of the perpetrators, 98% were identified by those who
reported it as ethnically Anglo-Celtic. Perpetrators were
three times more likely to be male. While lone males were
more likely to be the perpetrator, lone Muslim women
tended to be the victims.

After verbal threats and assaults, physical harassment was
the second highest category of incidents (29.6%). Most
reported physical assaults occurred in New South Wales
(60%) and Victoria (26.7%).

Further, nobody intervened in 75% of the reported
incidents, even though half the incidents occurred in
crowded public places.

“Silent Scream”

“....the only alternative to the civility of encounteris

the incivility of conflict; there is no other way.”

Pope Francis, Egypt, 28 April 2017

Religion .... has an intrinsic vocation to promote peace,
today perhaps more than ever. Without giving in to forms
of facile syncretism, our task is that of praying for one
another, imploring from God the gift of peace,
encountering one another, engaging in dialogue and
promoting harmony in the spirit of cooperation and
friendship. .... what is needed today are peacemakers, not
makers of arms; what is needed are peacemakers, and not
fomenters of conflict; firefighters and not arsonists;
preachers of reconciliation and not instigators of
destruction.

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2017/april/doc
uments/papa-francesco 20170428 egitto-conferenza-pace.html

AT O R
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Resources for

Interreligious Dialogue
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The Golden Rule Poster

26/07/2017

The Sultan

v SULCAN

_ S & the Saint

Australian Premiere Screening
7.00pm, Saturday 29t July 2017
Sir lan & Nancy Turbott Auditorium

Western Sydney University (WSU)
Parramatta South

SultanSaintSydney@eventbrite.com.au

$10.00
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Ethic of reciprocity

In the sacred texts of
thirteen (13) different
religions/spiritualities

Shared/common value
o i Authoritative
¢ +
= @ 9 =G
=V = https://goo.gl/oZSOza

Nostra Aetate — 50" Anniversary

What is Interreligious Dialogue?
News from the world
Columban stories

Teaching documents

Social Issues

an o Justice

g Peace
v 1 Integrity of Creation
2o How

Resources
World Religions
Buddhism
Hinduism
Islam
Judaism

Bridges — quarterly newsletter of the
Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations

Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference
Introduction
History
Summary
Definition
Implementation
Teaching Documents
Our Responsibility
What we do
What you can do
Conclusion

goo.gl/dBWWoT

NOSTRA AETATE

i

Editorial

News from the Centre
News from the world
Feature articles

Coming events

https://goo.gl/r4Fzuw
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Multicultural Australia: United, Strong,
Successful,

TenThings Everyone Needs to Know about Islam

Written by Professor John L
Esposito, a distinguished
international scholar and author
of many books on Islam

PROVIDES basic information
about Islam for schools, homes
and offices

ENABLES better understanding
of the beliefs and practices of
Muslims

Retail: $8.80  Wholesale: $5.00
Ten things everyone needs to

know about Islam www.columban.org.au

Thank you!
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